
 

  

 The 2017 annual meeting of the Southern Section 

was held in Orlando, Florida from April 8th ï 10th 

and can be counted as a great success. As in 

previous years, highlights of this meeting included 

informative plant science, networking opportunities, 

and student competitions. Prior to the official 

meeting kickoff, Dr. Paul Stephenson (local 

meeting organizer and expert on Florida ecology) 

led an entertaining field trip to Blue Springs State 

Park, where we had at least one manatee sighting. 

Our gratitude goes out to Dr. Shahid Mukhtar for putting together an 

outstanding meeting. It was clear that Shahid put a lot of thought and work into 

planning for the meeting, and this was made all the more apparent in how 

smoothly the events flowed. Special thanks go to our corporate sponsors for the 

meeting, Conviron and LemnaTec for providing financial support, and to Dr. 

Todd DeZwaan of LemnaTec who provided an informative talk about the 

potential of phenomic approaches in plant biology. We also thank those 

members and guests who helped out by moderating sessions or serving as 

judges. It says a lot about our profession and the Society to see how colleagues 

always willingly step up to help when needed.  The sense of professionalism and 

community at our annual meeting serves as a great example and resource for all 

the students in attendance. On the final day of the meeting, Dr. Nihal Dharmasiri 

organized the Kriton Hatzios Symposium, which consisted of four outstanding 

talks focusing on the role of epigenetics in plant biology. It was great to see all 

of those that attended in Orlando, and I hope to see many of you next year as we 

meet in New Orleans. In a few months we will be having an election for future 

Southern Section officers, so please watch for the next newsletter and take a few 

minutes to vote when the ballots are distributed.   

Greetings from Dr. Ken Korth 
2016-2017 SS-ASPB Chair 
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The SS-ASPB 

SS-ASPB 2017Meeting Summary 
By Dr. Shahid Mukhtar, SS-ASPB Secretary/Treasurer 

Our annual meeting was held from April 

8 to April 10, 2017 in Orlando, FL at the 

DoubleTree Downtown Hilton Hotel. 

We had a total of 98 participants, four 

invited symposium speakers and two 

additional guests. These attendees came 

from 11 different states with the largest 

participation from Florida and South 

Carolina.  

Our conference demographics was 

diverse with about one-third faculty, one

-third graduate students, a quarter 

undergraduate students, about an 1/8 

postdocs, and several participants 

representing industry and government 

labs. 
Meeting organizers Dr. Paul Stephenson (seated left) and 

Dr. Shahid Mukhtar (back right) greet attendees. 

There was a field trip held before the meeting on Saturday afternoon. The participants went to visit 

Blue Spring State Park, where they had a chance to admire numerous Florida native plants and 

lichens. The weather cooperated and so did the wildlife. Some people saw a manatee and several of 

the students on the trip even went in the water, clothes and all! 

Meeting attendees off on the Saturday field trip 

to Blue Springs State Park. 

Plant biologists in the field botanizing. 
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On Sunday morning, we kicked off the program 

with a plenary session on plant-microbe 

interactions and plant defense, followed by  

concurrent sessions with graduate students oral 

competitions and contributed talks from faculty 

and post-doc participants. This was followed by a 

poster session for graduate and undergraduate  

students as well as faculty and postdocs. We had a 

total of 21 graduate students presenting talks in 

the oral competition, and 15 undergraduates 

participating in the poster competition. On Sunday 

night, we celebrated a great meeting with the 

banquet where awards were presented for the 

three best graduate student talks and the three best 

undergraduate student poster presentations.  

Attendees socializing at the Saturday evening mixer. Promoting our parent organization ASPB. 

The undergraduate poster competition. 

On Monday morning, we had the Kriton-

Hatzios symposium on epigenetics with four 

invited speakers: Dr. Karen McGinnis of 

Florida State University, Dr. Keith Slotkin of 

Ohio State University, Dr. Hong Qiao of 

University of Texas at Austin and Dr. Scott 

Michaels of Indiana University. Our meeting 

concluded on Monday April 10 with a business 

meeting where we discussed possible 

candidates for next yearôs (2018-19) officers 

and potential venues for the 2019 Southern 

Section ASPB meeting.  Honoring our student presenters at the awards banquet. 


